
      

 

Joan Gillette 

One of the 1st 5 female Athletic 

Trainers  

Active member of SWATA/NATA 

1971 

Dona Ramsey  

1st Female Athletic Trainer @ 

North Texas State University  

SOUTHWEST ATHLETIC TRAINERS’ ASSOCIATION 

WOMEN IN ATHLETIC TRAINING 

DISTRICT 6 

 

1955 

SWATA (D6) was 

established 

 

1975 

Kaye Cosby (TX) 

Kathleen Heck (TX) 

Sarah Wolfskill (TX) 

Carol G. Hardcastle (TX) 

Becky Marshall (TX) 

Antoinette VanDePutte (TX) 

Christine Marie Bonci (TX) 

Susan Carver (AR) 

Donna Jones (TX) 

Cindy Littlehale (TX) 

Janelle O’Connell (TX) 

Janine Trottier (TX) 

MaryLou Lou Vertetis (TX) 

Peggy Enax (TX) 

Cynthia Rains (TX) 

Donna R. Ramsey (TX) 

Nancy L. Harris (TX) 

Joan Hart (TX) 

Vicki Stafko (TX) 

Olga Maria Thompson (TX) 

Sharon G. Winn (TX) 

Katherine Dieringer (TX) 

Jana Foster (TX) 

Linda S. Jackson (TX) 

Rebecca Spurlock (TX) 

Marcie Strutz (TX) 

 

 

Kaye Cosby 

1st Female to be  

NATA certified in District 6  

1983 

Cathy Poerner (Supak) 

1st Female President  

of SWATA Student Association 

1978 

Catherine Ortega 

1st Hispanic certified by NATA 

In District 6  Donna Ramsey 

1st female Athletic Trainer to be 

Hired by the Dallas ISD 

 

1985 1988 1990 

Susan Leeper (Orr) 

1st Female President of 

SWATA   Nina Partin 

One the 1st female AT of SWATA 

to work with Olympic athletes 

AT for USA Women’s Basketball  

Junior World Championship Team 

1994 1995 2000 1996 2001 2002 2004 2005 

Daylene Partain 

 1st Native American female 

to be NATA certified in D6  

Dawn Hearn 

1st female Head AT @ 

University of Texas (El Paso) 
 

Linda Stark Bobo 

1st Asian female NATA  

certified in District 6 

Natalie Steadman 

1st female Head AT @ 

Texas Tech University 

1st in the Big 12 Conference  

Michelle Leget 

 1st Female NBA assistant AT 

for the Houston Rockets 

Mitzi Laughlin 

2nd Female awarded Bobby Gunn 

Unsung Hero Watch Award 

 

Elicia Leal 

1st Female awards the John Harvey  

Humanitarian Award 

Shandra Pruski 

1st female awarded James Dodson  

New Horizon Award 

Sarah Wolfskill 

 1st woman to be inducted into 

the SWATA Hall of Fame 

Rebecca (Becky) Bludau Marshall 

1st Female Head Athletic Trainer at a  

Division 1 NCAA University and  

1st at UT 

2006 

Kathy Dieringer 

1st Female to receive Bobby Gunn 

Unsung Hero Watch Award 

Kaye Cosby 

 1st female Chair of  

District 6 WATC   

Susan Leeper (Orr) 

1st Female to be an officer  

of SWATA (VP) 

 

  

1979 

Cheryl Dawes   

1st African American female 

Member of District 6 

 

1981 

Mary Hood Latulippe 

1st Female Head AT at  

High School  

Clear Creek HS 

 

Vanessa Mose 

 1st African American Female 

to be BOTH ATC and LAT  

in District 6 

 

Cathy Poerner Supak 

1st Female President 

Of Great Houston 

Athletic Trainer Society 

 

Kathy Burris 

1st female to receive  

Arkansas Athletic Trainer 

Of the Year Award 

1998 

Ada Lousie Fincher 

1st female as District 6 

SWATA Secretary 

Elicia Leal 

1st woman to receive the Everett 

Blackburn Memorial Award 

1972 1997 2007 

Mitzi Laughlin and Lorna Strong 

Received Athletic Trainer Service  

Award 

 

 

Lisa Hamric 

1st Female Awarded James Dodson  

New Horizon Award 

 

Pam Rast 

Received the NATA Althetic 

Trainers Service Award 

Kathy Dieringer 

2nd Female inducted into 

SWATA Hall of Fame 

Received Most Distinguished  

Athletic Trainer Award 

 

Antoinette Van De Putte 

1st Female to win TWO NATA awards 

In the same year (Most Distinguished an 

Athletic Trainers Service Award 

Emmogene Aceto 

2nd female to receive  

James Dodson  

New Horizon Award 

 

ARKANSAS TEXAS 

2015 

Kathy Dieringer 

1st female to to be elected 

as NATA District VI 

Director 

 

Tina Bonci 

1st female to to be inducted 

Into the NATA  

Hall of Fame Posthumously 

 

District VI Pioneer Women of NATA (joined before 1980) 

Please submit corrections to NATAWomensHistory@gmail.com 


