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"43-5-1. Effective 7/1/08 
(1) 'Athletic injury' means any injury sustained by a person as a result of such 
person´s participation in exercises, sports, games, or recreational activities, or any 
activities requiring physical strength, agility, flexibility, range of motion, speed, or 
stamina without respect to where or how the injury occurs. Nothing in this paragraph 
shall be construed to expand the scope of practice of an athletic trainer beyond the 
determination of the advising and consenting physician as provided for in paragraph 
(2) of this Code section. 
(2) 'Athletic trainer' means a person with specific qualifications, as set forth in Code 
Sections 43-5-7 and 43-5-8 who, upon the advice and consent of a physician, carries 
out the practice of prevention, recognition, evaluation, management, disposition, 
treatment, or rehabilitation of athletic injuries; and, in carrying out these functions, the 
athletic trainer is authorized to use physical modalities, such as heat, light, sound, 
cold, electricity, or mechanical devices related to prevention, recognition, evaluation, 
management, disposition, rehabilitation, and treatment. Nothing in this Code section 
shall be construed to require licensure of elementary or secondary school teachers, 
coaches, or authorized volunteers who do not hold themselves out to the public as 
athletic trainers. 
(3) 'Board' means the Georgia Board of Athletic Trainers." 
 

 

43-5-2.  

(a) The Georgia Board of Athletic Trainers, composed of four members who shall be appointed by the 

Governor and confirmed by the Senate, is created. To qualify as a member, a person must be a citizen 

of the United States and a resident of this state. Two members must be athletic trainers, one member 

must be a physician licensed by the state, and one member shall be appointed from the public at large 

and shall have no connection whatsoever with the practice or profession of athletic training.  

(b) Members shall serve for a term of office of six years. All terms shall expire on January 31 of even-

numbered years. In making the initial appointments, the Governor shall appoint one member for a term 

expiring in 1978, one member in 1980, and one member for a term expiring in 1982. The initial 

appointment for the member appointed from the public at large shall expire January 31, 1986.  

(c) Each appointee to the board shall qualify by taking an oath of office within 15 days from the date of 

his appointment. On presentation of the oath, the Secretary of State shall issue commissions to 

appointees as evidence of their authority to act as members of the board.  

(d) In the event of death, resignation, or removal of any member, the vacancy of the unexpired term 

shall be filled by the Governor in the same manner as other appointments.  

 

43-5-3.  

(a) The board shall elect a chairman and a vice-chairman from its members for a term of one year and 

may appoint such committees as it considers necessary to carry out its duties.  

(b) The board shall meet at least twice each year. Additional meetings may be held on the call of the 

chairman or at the written request of any two members of the board.  

 



43-5-4.  

The division director shall keep a record of the board´s proceedings in a book maintained for that 

purpose.  

 

43-5-5.  

Each member of the board shall be reimbursed as provided for in subsection (f) of Code Section 43-1-

2. 

 

43-5-6.  

(a) The board is authorized to promulgate and adopt rules and regulations consistent with this chapter 

which are necessary for the performance of its duties.  

(b) The board shall prescribe application forms for license applications.  

(c) The board shall establish guidelines for athletic trainers in the state and prepare and conduct an 

examination for applicants for a license.  

(d) The board shall adopt an official seal and the form of a license certificate of suitable design. 

 

 

∀43-5-7. 

No person shall hold himself or herself out as an athletic trainer or perform the services of an 

athletic trainer, as defined in this chapter, without first obtaining a license under this chapter; 

provided, however, that nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent any person from 

serving as a student-trainer, assistant-trainer, or any similar position if such service is not 

primarily for compensation and is carried out under the supervision of a physician or a licensed 

athletic trainer.∀ 

 

43-5-8.  

(a) An applicant for an athletic trainer´s license must have met the athletic training curriculum 

requirements of a college or university approved by the board and give proof of graduation.  

(b) The board shall be authorized to grant a license, without examination, to any qualified athletic 

trainer holding a license in another state if such other state recognizes licensees of this state in the same 

manner.  

(c) The board may grant a license without examination to any qualified applicant who holds a 

certification from the National Athletic Trainers Board of Certification.  
(d) Any person who was issued a license prior to July 1, 2004, shall remain qualified for licensure, 

notwithstanding the requirement for proof of graduation in subsection (a) of this Code section, so long 

as the license remains current.  

 

43-5-9.  

(a) An applicant for an athletic trainer´s license must submit an application to the board on forms 

prescribed by the board and submit the examination fee required by this chapter.  

(b) The applicant is entitled to an athletic trainer’s license if he possesses the qualifications 

enumerated in Code Section 43-5-8, satisfactorily completes an examination approved by the 

board, pays the required license fee, and has not committed an act which constitutes grounds for 

denial of a license under Code Section 43-5-10.  
(c) Licenses issued by the board shall expire biennially. As a condition of license renewal, the board 

shall be authorized to require licensees to complete continuing education courses approved by the 

board. 

 



43-5-10.  

The board may refuse to issue a license to an applicant or may suspend or revoke the license of any 

licensee if he has:  

(1) Been convicted of a felony or misdemeanor involving moral turpitude, the record of conviction 

being conclusive evidence of conviction;  

(2) Secured the license by fraud or deceit; or 

(3) Violated or conspired to violate this chapter or rules and regulations issued pursuant to this chapter.  

 

43-5-11.  

(a) Any person whose application for a license is denied is entitled to a hearing before the board if he 

submits a written request to the board.  

(b) Proceedings for revocation or suspension of a license shall be commenced by filing charges with 

the board in writing and under oath. The charges may be made by any person or persons.  

(c) The division director shall fix a time and place for a hearing and shall cause a written copy of the 

charges or reason for denial of a license, together with a notice of the time and place fixed for hearing, 

to be served on the applicant requesting the hearing or licensee against whom the charges have been 

filed at least 20 days prior to the date set for the hearing. Service of charges and notice of hearing may 

be given by certified mail or statutory overnight delivery to the last known address of the licensee or 

applicant.  

(d) At the hearing, the applicant or licensee has the right to appear either personally or by counsel, or 

both, to produce witnesses, to have subpoenas issued by the board, and to cross-examine the opposing 

or adverse witnesses.  

(e) The board is not bound by strict rules of procedure or by the laws of evidence in the conduct of the 

proceedings, but the determination shall be founded upon sufficient legal evidence to sustain it.  

(f) The board shall determine the charges on their merits and enter an order in a permanent record 

setting forth the findings of fact and law and the action taken. A copy of the order of the board shall be 

mailed to the applicant or licensee at his last known address by certified mail or statutory overnight 

delivery.  

(g) On application, the board may reissue a license to a person whose license has been canceled or 

revoked, but the application may not be made prior to the expiration of a period of six months after the 

order of cancellation or revocation has become final; and the application shall be made in the manner 

and form as the board may require.  

 

43-5-12.  

(a) A person whose application for a license has been refused or whose license has been canceled, 

revoked, or suspended by the board may take an appeal, within 30 days after the order is entered, to 

any court of competent jurisdiction.  

(b) A case reviewed under this Code section shall proceed in the superior court by trial de novo. 

Appeal from the judgment of the superior court lies as in other civil cases.  

 

43-5-13.  

(a) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to authorize the practice of medicine by any person not 

licensed by the Composite State Board of Medical Examiners.  

(b) This chapter does not apply to physicians licensed by the Composite State Board of Medical 

Examiners; to dentists, duly qualified and registered under the laws of this state who confine their 

practice strictly to dentistry; nor to licensed optometrists who confine their practice strictly to 

optometry as defined by law; nor to occupational therapists; nor to nurses who practice nursing only; 

nor to duly licensed chiropodists or podiatrists who confine their practice strictly to chiropody or 

podiatry as defined by law; nor to physical therapists who confine their practice to physical therapy; 



nor shall any provisions of this chapter be construed so as to limit or prevent any person duly licensed 

under the laws of this state to practice the profession for which he or she was licensed.  

 

43-5-14.  

Any person who violates Code Section 43-5-7 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of a high and 

aggravated nature.  

 


