
 

October 20, 2023 

PUBLIC CENSURE of FORMER NATA MEMBER 

 

The Committee on Professional Ethics (COPE) of the National Athletic Trainers’ Association (NATA) has 

terminated the NATA membership of ROBERT MURPHY.  

 

COPE has also ordered a public censure of ROBERT MURPHY due to a finding of the following 

violations of the NATA Code of Ethics and NATA Membership Standards and Sanctions: 

 

Code of Ethics 

1. Members Shall Practice with Compassion, Respecting the Rights, Welfare, and Dignity of Others  

 

1.1 Members shall render quality patient care regardless of the patient’s race, religion, age, sex, 

ethnic or national origin, disability, health status, socioeconomic status, sexual orientation, or 

gender identity. 

 

1.2. Member’s duty to the patient is the first concern, and therefore members are obligated to place 

the welfare and long-term well-being of their patient above other groups and their own self-interest, 

to provide competent care in all decisions, and advocate for the best medical interest and safety of 

their patient at all times as delineated by professional statements and best practices. 

 

2. Members Shall Comply With the Laws and Regulations Governing the Practice of Athletic Training, 

National Athletic Trainers’ Association (NATA) Membership Standards, and the NATA Code of Ethic 

 

2.1. Members shall comply with applicable local, state, federal laws, and any state athletic training 

practice acts. 

 

2.2. Members shall understand and uphold all NATA Standards and the Code of Ethics. 

 

2.3. Members shall refrain from, and report illegal or unethical practices related to athletic training. 

 

4. Members shall not engage in conduct that could be construed as a conflict of interest, reflects negatively 

on the athletic training profession, or jeopardizes a patient’s health and well-being. 

 

4.1. Members should conduct themselves personally and professionally in a manner that does not 

compromise their professional responsibilities or the practice of athletic training. 

 

Membership Standards 

A. Abide by the NATA Bylaws, policies and procedures, Code of Ethics, membership standards 

and other rules and regulations, and demonstrate compliance when asked. 
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