
Donna Robertson is hired at 

the Univ. of Alabama.  The  

next year she becomes the 

first certified female in AL 

followed by Anita (Wheeles) 

Clark.   

1976 

Mimi Porter is appointed to 

the SEATA Executive 

Committee to represent 

Kentucky. 

Mimi Porter is hired by 

the Univ. of Kentucky.  She 

is the 16th female in the nation 

to become an ATC 

and the first female on 

record to attend a 

District IX meeting. 

1977 
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1973 1972 

Beverly Land (FL) joins the  

NATA.  She is the earliest  

female member currently  

living in District IX.  

Christine (Boyd) Stopka 

is hired to start the grad and 

undergrad athletic training 

programs at the Univ. of  

Florida. 

1978 

Beverly Land (FL) 

Karen Atkins (FL) 

Patricia Mattson (GA) 

Cynthia Elyea-Firmani (FL) 

Pamela Herriford (KY) 

Dorothy Garrity (MS) 

Vicky King (FL) 

Siri Koshes (FL) 

Lisa Marsh (FL) 

Donna Robertson (FL) 

Sue Stanley-Green (FL) 

Christine Stopka (FL) 

Debra Trigoboff (FL) 

Donna Cooper (GA) 

Patricia Darlington (GA) 

Jeni Evans (GA) 

Jean Irion (AL) 

Rita Mays (TN) 

Debra Morris (GA) 

Jane Sandusky (TN) 

Deborah Fogle (TN) 

Karen Griffin (TN) 

Deborah Jackson (FL) 

Anne-Louise McDonald (TN) 

L Katie Sandage (TN) 

Jean Sasso (AL) 

Donna Shamblin (FL) 

Catherine Smith (FL) 

Mary Vacala (GA) 

Elizabeth Bloodgood (GA) 

Kimberly Ferrill-Moseley (TN) 

MaryBeth Horodyski (FL) 

Teresa B. Johnston (TN) 

Sherry Kimbro (AL) 

Anne Sullivan (FL) 

Margaret Blackmore-Haus (KY) 

Sharon Brown (KY) 

Mary C. Doyle (GA) 

Lynn Evans (FL) 

Margaret Hogan (GA) 

Kimberly Morris (FL) 

Susan L. Snouse (GA) 

Mary Walker (FL) 

 

1979 1986 1982 

Year of certification 

for Karen Griffin (TN)- 

earliest certified  

African-American female 

currently residing 

in District IX. 

1989 

Mary Kirkland (FL) is the 

first ATC hired by NASA 

(Kennedy Space Center).  

1991 1992 

Sherry Kimbro is the  

first female secretary/ 

treasurer of ALATA. 

1993 1994 1996 1998 1997 2000 2001 2002 2004 

Jane Steinberg is the first 

woman inducted into the 

TATS Hall of Fame. 

Linda Stark Bobo 

becomes secretary  

for the LATA.  

2005 1984 

Sherry (Buickel) Sutton (FL) 

is the first female elected 

SEATA secretary/ 

treasurer. 

Kristine Freeman is the first 

female student athletic 

trainer at the Univ. of Florida. 

She works with women’s 

athletics and helps with some 

men’s sports.  

Gretchen Schlabach is hired 

at the Univ. of Mississippi. 

She is generally recognized 

as the first female 

athletic trainer in Mississippi. 

Seventeen of the 79 athletic 

trainers at the District IX 

meeting at the NATA 

meeting in St. Louis 

are women. 

Sue McDonald becomes the 

first female ATC in Georgia. 

Year of certification for 

Keiko Merl (FL)- earliest 

certified Asian female  

currently residing in  

District IX. 

Year of certification for 

Mary Ochoa (LA)- earliest 

certified Hispanic female  

currently residing in  

District IX. 

Sue Stanley-Green (KY) is the 

first female secretary of 

the BOC. 

Sue Stanley-Green (KY) is 

the first female to receive the 

SEATA Backbone Award.  

Sherry (Buickel) Sutton (FL) 

is the first female recipient 

of the SEATA District Award.  

Diane King is the first 

female officer elected within 

the GATA, as secretary/ 

treasurer. 

Sue Stanley- Green (KY) 

elected first female  

president of SEATA. 

Janet Passman (GA) is the 

first female to win the 

SEATA High School 

Athletic Trainer Award. 

Jane Steinberg (TN, now SC) is 

the first female from District IX to 

to win ATSA and one of  

first two women nationally  

to win. 

Kelli Sabiston is elected as 

the first female VP of the 

GATA.  She also becomes the 

first female president in GA 

and the first female state 

president in District IX. 

Sue Stanley-Green (KY) is 

the first female elected  

district director. 

Donna Robertson is 

inducted into the ALATA 

Hall of Fame. 

Sherry Kimbro (AL) is the 

first female recipient of the 

SEATA College/University 

Athletic Trainer Award. 
Debra Morris (GA) is the first  

female recipient of the SEATA  

Clinic/Industrial/Corporate 

Athletic Trainer Award. 

Marisa Brunett becomes the  

first female president  

of Florida. 

Year of certification for Sandi  

Herbst (FL)- earliest certified  

Native American female  

currently residing in District IX. 

Sue Stanley-Green (FL) is 

the first female from 

District IX to win the 

MDAT Award. 

Malissa Martin (TN, now OH)  

is the first recipient of the  

SEATA Education/ 

Administration Award. 

2006 2007 

Sue Stanley-Green (FL) is 

the first female in District IX 

inducted into the NATA 

Hall of Fame. 

Donna Wesley becomes the first 

female president of the MATA. 

MaryBeth Horodyski is inducted 

into the ATAF Hall of Fame. 

Therese Sparn is inducted 

into the TATS Hall of Fame. 

2008 

MaryBeth Horodyski (FL) is 

the second female elected  

District IX president. 

MaryBeth Horodyski (FL) is 

inducted into the SEATA 

Hall of Fame. 

Sue Stanley-Green (FL) is a 

member of the inaugural 

class of the SEATA Hall 

of Fame. 

Heloise Jones is the first 

female president of ALATA. 

Sherry Kimbro is inducted 

into the ALATA Hall 

of Fame. 

Alabama Florida Georgia Kentucky Louisiana Mississippi  Tennessee  Puerto Rico  Virgin Islands 

District IX Pioneer Women of NATA (joined before 1980) 

2015 

Kim Morris (FL) 

First female C/U ATC  

in FL 

Please submit corrections to NATAWomensHistory@gmail.com 


