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Position Statement: 

 
Douglas J. Casa, PhD, ATC, FACSM, FNATA, is chief operating officer of the Korey Stringer Institute (KSI), which 
opened in 2010, and director of Athletic Training Education, Department of Kinesiology at the University of 
Connecticut. KSI serves the public in working to prevent sudden death in sports through education, advocacy, 
public policy, research, media outreach and publications. Casa is chair of the writing group of the National Athletic 
Trainers’ Association 2014 position statement on exertional heat illnesses.  

 
Free Communications Topics: 

 
Luke Belval, ATC, is the director of special projects for the Korey Stringer Institute at the University of Connecticut. 
His research interests include thermoregulation, hydration and recovery from exertional heat stroke and he has 
worked with athletes at all levels, from youth to elite. Belval received his bachelor’s degree in athletic training from 
the University of Connecticut.  

Koji Kanemura, MAT, ATC, LAT, originally from Fukuoka, Japan, currently works with the Miami Marlins 
professional baseball team as an intern assistant athletic trainer. He earned a bachelor’s of sports science degree 
from Waseda University in Tokyo and received a master’s degree in athletic training from the University of 
Arkansas in Fayetteville.  
 
Jessica Miles, MAEd, ATC, LAT, is the athletic training education program director for the University of North 
Georgia. She has served as the project coordinator for the Georgia heat illness project for the last four years. Data 
from this study helped the Georgia High School Association implement a pre-season heat acclimatization policy for 
its member schools. She graduated from the University of Georgia with a bachelor’s in athletic training and 
received her master’s in exercise physiology from the University of Alabama at Birmingham. 
 
Phillip Stamatis, ATC, is employed as an outreach athletic trainer for Orthopedic Associates of Dutchess County 
and works at John Jay High School (East Fishkill, N.Y.). He also serves as a clinical preceptor for athletic training 
students. Stamatis received the undergraduate student oral presentation award at the Eastern Athletic Trainers’ 
Association conference in January 2014. He graduated from Marist College (N.Y.) with a bachelor’s degree in 
athletic training. 
 
Michael Sundeen, MS, ATC, is an assistant athletic trainer with the Denver Broncos. He received a master’s of 
science in athletic training from the University of Connecticut and worked with the Department of Kinesiology and 
Korey Stringer Institute on his thesis. Sundeen completed a two-year graduate assistantship with the university’s 
football team. He graduated from the University of Northern Colorado with a bachelor’s of science degree in 
athletic training. 
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