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32-1921. Exempted acts; exemption from registration fees; definition

A. This chapter does not prevent: 

1. The prescription and dispensing of drugs or prescription medications by a registered nurse 
practitioner pursuant to rules adopted by the board of nursing in consultation with the Arizona 
medical board, the board of osteopathic examiners in medicine and surgery and the board of 
pharmacy. 

2. The sale of nonprescription drugs that are sold at retail in original packages by a person holding 
a permit under this chapter. 

3. The sale of drugs at wholesale by a wholesaler or manufacturer that holds the required permit 
issued by the board to a person who holds the required permit issued under this chapter. 

4. The following health professionals from dispensing or personally administering drugs or devices 
to a patient for a condition being treated by the health professional: 

(a) A doctor of medicine licensed pursuant to chapter 13 of this title. 

(b) An osteopathic physician licensed pursuant to chapter 17 of this title. 

(c) A homeopathic physician licensed pursuant to chapter 29 of this title. 

(d) A podiatrist licensed pursuant to chapter 7 of this title. 

(e) A dentist licensed pursuant to chapter 11 of this title. 

(f) A doctor of naturopathic medicine who is authorized to prescribe natural substances, drugs or 
devices and who is licensed pursuant to chapter 14 of this title. 

(g) An optometrist who is licensed pursuant to chapter 16 of this title and who is certified for 
topical or oral pharmaceutical agents. 

5. A veterinarian licensed pursuant to chapter 21 of this title from dispensing or administering 
drugs to an animal or from dispensing or administering devices to an animal being treated by the 
veterinarian. 

6. The use of any pesticide chemical, soil or plant nutrient or other agricultural chemical that is a 
color additive solely because of its effect in aiding, retarding or otherwise affecting directly or 
indirectly the growth or other natural physiological process of produce of the soil and thereby 
affecting its color whether before or after harvest. 



7. A licensed practical or registered nurse employed by a person licensed pursuant to chapter 7, 11, 
13, 14, 17 or 29 of this title from assisting in the delivery of drugs and devices to patients, in 
accordance with the provisions of chapter 7, 11, 13, 14, 17 or 29 of this title. 

8. The use of any mechanical device or vending machine in connection with the sale of any 
nonprescription drug, including proprietary and patent medicine. The board may adopt rules to 
prescribe conditions under which nonprescription drugs may be dispensed pursuant to this 
paragraph. 

B. A person who is licensed pursuant to chapter 7, 11, 13, 14, 17 or 29 of this title and who 
employs a licensed practical or registered nurse who in the course of employment assists in the 
delivery of drugs and devices is responsible for the dispensing process. 

C. Pursuant to a prescription order written by a physician for the physician's patients and dispensed 
by a licensed pharmacist, a physical therapist licensed pursuant to chapter 19 of this title, an 
occupational therapist licensed pursuant to chapter 34 of this title or an athletic trainer licensed 
pursuant to chapter 41 of this title may procure, store and administer nonscheduled legend and 
topical anti-inflammatories and topical anesthetics for use in phonophoresis and iontophoresis 
procedures and within the scope of practice of physical or occupational therapy or athletic training. 

D. A public health facility operated by this state or a county and a qualifying community health 
center may dispense medication or devices to patients at no cost without providing a written 
prescription if the public health facility or the qualifying community health center meets all storage, 
labeling, safety and record keeping rules adopted by the board of pharmacy. 

E. A person who is licensed pursuant to chapter 7, 11, 13, 14, 17 or 29 of this title, who is 
practicing at a public health facility or a qualifying community health center and who is involved in 
the dispensing of medication or devices only at a facility or center, whether for a charge or at no 
cost, shall register to dispense with the appropriate licensing board but is exempt from paying 
registration fees. 

F. For the purposes of this section, "qualifying community health center" means a primary care 
clinic that is recognized as nonprofit under section 501(c)(3) of the United States internal revenue 
code and whose board of directors includes patients of the center and residents of the center's 
service area. 

32-4101. Definitions 

In this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires: 

1. "Athletic injury" means an injury sustained by a person in a competitive team or individual sport 
as a result of that person's participation or preparation for the competitive team or individual sport. 

2. "Athletic trainer" means a person who is licensed pursuant to this chapter. 

3. "Athletic training": 



(a) Includes the following activities performed under the direction of a licensed physician: 

(i) Examining, evaluating and testing a person to determine the person's injury status and the 
person's progress in recovery from athletic injuries. 

(ii) Using heat, cold, water, light, sound, electricity, passive or active exercise, massage or 
mechanical devices to treat, rehabilitate or recondition athletic injuries. 

(iii) Administering athletic training programs and facilities at the athletic training facility or at the 
site of athletic practice or competition. 

(iv) Education and counseling related to all aspects of the practice of athletic training. 

(b) Does not include treating, assessing or evaluating a person who sustains an injury under any 
circumstance other than during participation in or preparation for competitive team or individual 
sports. This subdivision does not prevent the athletic trainer of a professional sports organization or 
an accredited educational institution from treating at the organization's or institution's athletic 
facility any injury of the type that occurs in sports regardless of the circumstances under which the 
injury was sustained. 

4. "Board" means the board of athletic training. 

5. "Direct supervision" means that the supervising athletic trainer is present in the facility or on the 
campus where student athletic trainers are performing services, is immediately available to assist 
the person being supervised in the services being performed and maintains continued involvement 
in appropriate aspects of the services being performed. 

6. "Direction of a licensed physician" means direction as prescribed by the board by rule pursuant 
to section 32-4103. 

7. "Licensed physician" means a person licensed pursuant to chapter 13 or 17 of this title. 

8. "Restricted license" means a license on which the board places restrictions or conditions, or both, 
as to the scope of practice, place of practice, supervision of practice, duration of license status or 
type or condition of a person to whom the licensee may provide services. 

32-4103. Board duties; direction of athletic trainers 

A. The board shall: 

1. Evaluate the qualifications of applicants for licensure. 

2. Designate the national examination that it requires applicants to pass. 

3. Issue licenses to persons who meet the requirements of this chapter. 



4. Establish requirements pertaining to the ratio between supervising athletic trainers and student 
athletic trainers. 

5. Regulate the practice of athletic training by interpreting and enforcing this chapter. 

6. Establish requirements for assessing the continuing competence of licensees. 

7. Adopt and revise rules to enforce this chapter. 

8. Meet at least once each quarter in compliance with the open meeting requirements of title 38, 
chapter 3, article 3.1 and keep an official record of these meetings. 

9. At its first regular meeting after the start of each calendar year, elect officers from among its 
members and as necessary to accomplish board business. 

10. Provide for the timely orientation and training of new professional and public appointees to the 
board regarding board licensing and disciplinary procedures, this chapter, board rules and board 
procedures. 

11. Maintain a current list of all licensees. This list shall include the licensee's name, current 
business and residential addresses, telephone numbers and license number. 

12. Enter into contracts for services necessary to enforce this chapter. 

13. Publish, at least annually, final disciplinary actions taken against a licensee. 

14. Publish, at least annually, board rulings, opinions and interpretations of statutes or rules. 

15. Not later than December 31 of each year, submit a written report of its actions and proceedings 
to the governor. 

B. The board shall adopt rules to prescribe the direction of athletic trainers by licensed physicians 
including physician recommendations, guidelines and instructions as to standard protocols to be 
followed in the general, day-to-day activities in which athletic trainers engage. These rules shall 
require that postathletic injury treatment direction be provided by the person's treating physician or, 
if applicable, by the team physician for the institution or organization that employs the athletic 
trainer. If appropriate, athletic trainers may also seek direction as to the treatment of an athletic 
injury from any health care provider who is involved in that person's treatment and who is not 
licensed pursuant to this chapter but who is licensed pursuant to this title. 

32-4121. Persons and activities not required to be licensed 

This chapter does not apply to: 



1. A health care professional who is licensed pursuant to this title and who practices within the 
scope of that person's license if that person does not claim to be an athletic trainer or a provider of 
athletic training services. 

2. A person who is pursuing a course of study leading to a degree as an athletic trainer in a 
professional education program approved by the board if that person is satisfying supervised 
clinical education requirements related to the person's athletic training education while under the 
direct supervision of a licensed athletic trainer. 

3. An athletic trainer who is practicing in the United States armed services, United States public 
health service or United States veterans administration pursuant to federal regulations for state 
licensure of health care providers. 

4. An athletic trainer who resides and is employed in another jurisdiction and who possesses the 
required licensure, certification or registration necessary to practice athletic training under the laws 
of the jurisdiction in which the athletic trainer is employed if that person is performing athletic 
training in this state in connection with teaching or participating in an educational seminar or is 
providing athletic training services in this state to athletes of a bona fide professional, 
intercollegiate, interscholastic or amateur sports organization by which the athletic trainer is 
employed, for not more than one hundred twenty days in any twelve month period.  

32-4122. Qualifications for licensure; exemption from examination and clinical experience 
requirements

A. An applicant for a license as an athletic trainer shall: 

1. Be of good moral character. 

2. Have completed the application process. 

3. Possess a minimum of a baccalaureate degree from an accredited institution with course work 
and supervised clinical experience as required and approved by the board. 

4. Have passed a national examination approved by the board. 

B. Notwithstanding the requirements of subsection A, if a person who applies for a license under 
this article is certified as an athletic trainer by an organization recognized by the national 
commission on competency assurance, before January 1, 2004, and is otherwise qualified for 
licensure under this chapter, the person may be exempt from any examination or supervised clinical 
experience requirements. 

32-4151. Lawful practice 

A. An athletic trainer shall refer a person with an athletic injury to one or more appropriate health 
care practitioners if the athletic trainer has reasonable cause to believe symptoms or conditions are 



present that require services beyond the scope of practice of athletic training or if athletic training is 
contraindicated. 

B. An athletic trainer shall adhere to the recognized standards and ethics of the athletic training 
profession and as further established by rule. 

C. This chapter does not authorize an athletic trainer to practice any other profession regulated 
under this title and does not expand the scope of practice of any health care provider who is not 
licensed pursuant to this chapter but who is licensed pursuant to this title. 

32-4152. Use of titles; restrictions; violation; classification 

A. An athletic trainer shall use the letters "AT/L" or "L/AT" in connection with the athletic trainer's 
name or place of business to denote licensure under this chapter. 

B. A person or business entity or its employees, agents or representatives shall not use in 
connection with that person's name or the name or activity of the business the words "athletic 
training" or "athletic trainer", the letters "AT/L", "L/AT", "ATC/L", "L/ATC", "A.T.", "L.A.T." or 
"A.T.L." or any other words, abbreviations or insignia indicating or implying directly or indirectly 
that athletic training is provided or supplied unless the services are provided by or under the direct 
supervision of an athletic trainer licensed pursuant to this chapter. A person or entity that violates 
this subsection is guilty of a class 1 misdemeanor.  

32-4153. Grounds for disciplinary action 

The following are grounds for disciplinary action: 

1. Practicing athletic training in violation of this chapter or rules adopted pursuant to this chapter. 

2. Practicing or offering to practice beyond the scope of the practice of athletic training. 

3. Obtaining or attempting to obtain a license by fraud or misrepresentation. 

4. Engaging in the performance of substandard care by an athletic trainer due to a deliberate or 
negligent act or failure to act, regardless of whether actual injury to the person cared for is 
established. 

5. Failing to provide direct supervision in accordance with this chapter and rules adopted pursuant 
to this chapter. 

6. Committing any felony or a misdemeanor involving moral turpitude. A conviction by a court of 
competent jurisdiction is conclusive evidence of the commission of the crime. 

7. Practicing as an athletic trainer if the licensee's physical or mental abilities are impaired by the 
use of alcohol or any other substance that interferes with the ability to safely practice athletic 
training. 



8. Having had a license or certificate revoked or suspended or any other disciplinary action taken or 
an application for licensure or certification refused, revoked or suspended by the proper authorities 
of another state, territory or country. 

9. Engaging in sexual misconduct. For the purpose of this paragraph, "sexual misconduct" includes: 

(a) Engaging in or soliciting sexual relationships, whether consensual or nonconsensual, while a 
provider relationship exists. 

(b) Making sexual advances, requesting sexual favors or engaging in other verbal conduct or 
physical contact of a sexual nature with a person treated by the athletic trainer. 

(c) Intentionally viewing a completely or partially disrobed patient in the course of treatment if the 
viewing is not related to treatment under current practice standards. 

10. Failing to adhere to the recognized standards and ethics of the athletic training profession. 

11. Making misleading, deceptive, untrue or fraudulent representations in violation of this chapter. 

12. Charging unreasonable or fraudulent fees for services performed or not performed. 

13. Having been adjudged mentally incompetent by a court of competent jurisdiction. 

14. Aiding or abetting a person who is not licensed in this state and who directly or indirectly 
performs activities requiring a license. 

15. Failing to report to the board any act or omission of a licensee or applicant or any other person 
who violates this chapter. 

16. Interfering with an investigation or disciplinary proceeding by wilful misrepresentation of facts 
or by the use of threats or harassment against any person to prevent that person from providing 
evidence in a disciplinary proceeding or any legal action. 

17. Failing to maintain confidentiality without prior written consent of the individual treated or 
unless otherwise required by law. 

18. Failing to maintain adequate records regarding treatment. For the purposes of this paragraph, 
"adequate records" means legible records that contain at a minimum a determination of the nature 
of the injury and the referral and treatment required, the treatment plan, the treatment record, a final 
summary on conclusion of treatment and sufficient information to identify the person treated. 

19. Promoting an unnecessary device, treatment or service for the financial gain of the athletic 
trainer or of a third party. 

20. Providing unwarranted treatment or treatment beyond the point of reasonable benefit. 



21. Providing athletic training services that are in any way linked to the financial gain of a referral 
source. 

22. Violating this chapter, board rules or a written order of the board. 

32-4160. Rights of consumers; confidential information; display of license

A. The public has the right of access to the following information: 

1. A list of licensees that includes the licensee's place of practice, license number, date of license 
expiration and status of license. 

2. A list of official actions taken by the board. 

B. The home addresses and home telephone numbers of athletic trainers are not public records and 
shall be kept confidential by the board. 

C. Information pertaining to the relationship between the athletic trainer and a person treated by the 
athletic trainer is confidential and shall not be communicated to a third party who is not involved in 
that person's care without that person's prior written consent. If the person is a minor, the person's 
parent or guardian must also give written consent to these communications. 

D. The athletic trainer shall divulge to the board information it requires in connection with any 
investigation, public hearing or proceeding. 

E. This privilege does not extend to cases in which the athletic trainer has a duty to report 
information as required by law. 

F. Each licensee shall display a copy of the licensee's license or current renewal verification in a 
location accessible to public view at the licensee's place of practice. 


